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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

United States of America, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) CIVIL NO. 

v. ) 

) JURY TRIAL REQUESTED 

One unknown machinegun, ) 

seized from William Cooke, Jr. ) 

) 

Defendant in rem. ) 

_ ) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 
FOR PROPERTY WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT’S POSSESSION, CUSTODY 
OR CONTROL PURSUANT TO SUPPLEMENTAL RULE G 

Plaintiff, United States of America, brings this Complaint in accordance with 
Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims, 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is an action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of the United States of 
America the captioned defendant in rem as a firearm involved in a violation of 26 U.S.C. § 5861 
and therefore forfeitable pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 5872. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn the defendant 
property under 26 U.S.C. § 5872. This Court has jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. 

§§ 1345 and 1355. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345 and 1395. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

The defendant in rem consists of: one unknown machinegun, seized from William 


Cooke, Jr. 
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FACTS 

1. On January 11, 2016, William C. Cooke, Jr. (“Cooke”) was arrested by the Hinsdale 
New Hampshire Police Department (“HPD”) for domestic violence. HPD later executed a 
search warrant at Cooke’s residence located at 33 Plain Road in Hinsdale. During the search, 
officers found firearms, explosive precursors, and two possible explosive devices. Officers 
secured Cooke’s residence, and obtained a second search warrant that included the explosive 
devices in addition to the firearms. 

2. On January 12, 2016, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(“ATF”) assisted the HPD with the execution of the second search warrant at Cooke’s residence. 
During the search of Cooke’s bedroom, officers found a machinegun grip housing near a laundry 
basket next to Cooke’s bed, and the defendant in rem, a machinegun frame/receiver with 
attached grip housing and trigger housing, in the bedroom closet. 

3. The defendant in rem bears no inscription of its make, model, caliber or serial 
number, as required by 26 U.S.C. § 5842. 

4. The defendant in rem incorporates the frame/receiver of a firearm, and is therefore a 
“firearm” as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3)(B). 

5. The defendant in rem incorporates the frame/receiver of a machinegun, and is 
therefore a “machinegun” as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 5845(b). 

6. Because the defendant in rem is a machinegun, it is also a firearm as defined in 26 
U.S.C. § 5845(a)(6). 

7. 26 U.S.C. §§ 5841 and 5845(d) require registration of the defendant in rem. 

8. ATF confirmed that Cooke did not have any weapons registered to him in the 
National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record, in violation of 26 U.S.C. § 5861(d). 
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CLAIM FOR FORFEITURE 

(26 U.S.C. § 5872) 

9. The allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through 8 of this Verified Complaint for 
Forfeiture in Rem are incorporated by reference. 

10. Title 26, United States Code, Section 5861(d) provides that “it shall be unlawful for 
any person ... to ... possess a firearm which is not registered to him in the National Firearms 
Registration and Transfer Record.” 

11. Pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 5872(a), any firearm involved in a violation of the National 
Firearms Act, 26 U.S.C. Chapter 53, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture. 

12. The defendant in rem, one unknown machinegun, was not registered in the National 
Firearms Registration and Transfer Record, in violation of 26 U.S.C. § 5861(d), and is therefore 
liable to condemnation and forfeiture to the United States for its use, in accordance with 26 
U.S.C. § 5872(a). 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

The United States requests that: 

(a) the Clerk of Court issue a Warrant of Arrest in Rem, in the form submitted with this 
Verified Complaint, to the United States Marshal for the District of New Hampshire, 
commanding him to arrest the defendant in rem; 

(b) this matter be scheduled for a jury trial; 

(c) judgment of forfeiture be decreed against the defendant in rem; 

(d) the defendant in rem be disposed of according to law; and 

(e) this Court grant the United States its costs and whatever other relief to which it may 
be entitled. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

SCOTT W. MURRAY 
United States Attorney 

Dated: July 25, 2019 By: /s/ Robert J. Rabuck 

Robert J. Rabuck 
NH Bar # 2087 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
53 Pleasant Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 
603-225-1552 
rob.rabuck@usdoj .gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Kristi R. McPartlin, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am a Special Agent with 
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and as such have responsibility for the 
within action, that I have read the contents of the foregoing Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in 
Rem and know the contents therein, and that the same is true to the best of my knowledge, 
information and belief. 

The sources of my information and the grounds of my belief are official records and files 
of the United States and the State of New Hampshire, and information obtained by me and other 
law enforcement officers during an investigation of this case as a Special Agent of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. 


/s/ Kristi R. McPartlin 

Kristi R. McPartlin 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY OF MERRIMACK 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th day of July 2019. 


/ s/ Francine Doucette Conrad 

Notary Public 


My commission expires: March 27, 2024 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

United States of America, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) Civil No. 

) 

One unknown machinegun, ) 

seized from William Cooke, Jr. ) 

) 

Defendant in rem. ) 
_) 


SUMMONS AND WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 
FOR ISSUANCE BY THE CLERK OF COURT FOR PROPERTY 
WITHIN THE UNITED STATES’ POSSESSION, CUSTODY OR CONTROL 
PURSUANT TO SUPPLEMENTAL RULE G(3)(b)(l) 

To the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives: 

Pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and 
Maritime Claims, a Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem has been filed on July 25, 2019, in 
the U.S. District Court for the District of New Hampshire, alleging that the following property is 
subject to forfeiture to the United States on the following grounds: one unknown machinegun, 
seized from William Cooke, Jr., for violations of 26 U.S.C. § 5872. 

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, COMMANDED to seize the captioned defendant in rem, and 
use discretion and whatever means appropriate to protect and maintain the property pending the 
outcome of this action; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives shall maintain custody of the defendant in rem until further order of this Court, and 
shall use his discretion and whatever means appropriate to protect and maintain said defendant in 


rem; 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the United States shall serve upon all potential 
claimants to the defendant in rem, a copy of this Summons and Warrant of Arrest in rem, and the 
Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem, in a manner consistent with the principles of service of 
process in an action in rem under Supplemental Rule G and other Supplemental Rules for 
Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims and Title 18, United States Code, Section 983(a); 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a return of this Summons and Warrant of Arrest in rem 
shall be promptly made to the Court, identifying the individuals upon whom copies were served 
and the manner employed; and 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all persons claiming an interest in or right against the 
defendant in rem shall file their Verified Claims within thirty-five (35) days after the date on 
which they were sent the Notice of Complaint or the final publication of notice of the filing of 
the Complaint, whichever is earlier, or within such additional time as the Court may allow, 
pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 983(a)(4) and Rule G(4)(b)(ii)(B) of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims, and shall serve and file their 
Answers to the Complaint within twenty-one (21) days after filing their Verified Claims, 
pursuant to Rule G(4)(b)(ii)( C) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime 
Claims, with the Office of the Clerk, United States District Court for the District of New 
Hampshire, with a copy sent to Assistant United States Attorney Robert J. Rabuck, United States 
Attorney's Office, District of New Hampshire, 53 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH 03301. 

Dated: 

DANIEL J. LYNCH, CLERK 
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